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1
AUTOMATIC DVR CONFLICT RESOLUTION

BACKGROUND

Set-Top Boxes (STBs) are used for selecting among chan-
nels on a network, such as, for example, a cable network (e.g.,
an optical fiber network), to enable content transmitted on
those channels to be displayed on display devices (e.g., tele-
visions) connected to the STBs. The STB user may use a
remote device to switch channels on the STB, or to provide
input for controlling other functions on the STB. The remote
device may be used, for example, for controlling the STB’s
digital video recorder (DVR), for accessing a digital televi-
sion programming guide, or for turning on or off specific
settings on the STBs (e.g., turning on closed captioning,
setting display width, etc.). The STB’s DVR may include
functionality for scheduling the recurring recording of a
series of television programming. Therefore, the STB’s DVR
may permit a device user to schedule the weekly recording of
the episodes of each of the user’s favorite television series.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram that depicts an overview of automatic
DVR scheduling conflict resolution based on multiple con-
flict resolution characteristics specified by a DVR user;

FIG. 2 is a diagram that depicts an exemplary network
environment in which automatic DVR conflict resolution
may be implemented at various different devices that include
DVR functionality;

FIGS. 3A and 3B depict examples of the network environ-
ment of FIG. 2 where the devices include different types of
devices;

FIG. 4 depicts exemplary components of a device of FIG.
1, where the device is implemented as a set-top box;

FIG. 5 is a diagram of exemplary components of the device
of FIG. 1, where the device is implemented as a computer, a
personal digital assistant, or a cellular telephone;

FIG. 6 is a diagram of exemplary functional components of
the device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 depicts an example of user entry of a first conflict
resolution characteristic that includes setting a priority level
for a program or a program series;

FIG. 8 depicts examples of additional conflict resolution
characteristics that may be set by a user in accordance with
embodiments described herein;

FIGS. 9 and 10 depict non-conflict resolution characteris-
tics that may be selected by a user for recording a program;

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram that illustrates an exemplary
process for associating a unique identifier and other metadata
with an item of content contained with an electronic program
guide;

FIG. 12 is a flow diagram that illustrates an exemplary
process for user selection of a program to record with a DVR;

FIG. 13 is a flow diagram that illustrates an exemplary
process for resolving DVR conflicts during certain time peri-
ods based on conflict resolution characteristics associated
with the conflicted programs; and

FIGS. 14A-14C is a flow diagram that illustrates an exem-
plary process for attempting to resolve DVR conflicts during
certain time periods.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The following detailed description refers to the accompa-
nying drawings. The same reference numbers in different
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2

drawings may identify the same or similar elements. The
following detailed description does not limit the invention.

Exemplary embodiments described herein enable the auto-
matic resolving of DVR conflicts when a DVR is scheduled to
record too many programs during a given period of time. For
example, if a DVR of a STB only has two tuners available for
recording programs, and three or more programs are sched-
uled to record during a certain period of time, then a DVR
conflict exists during the period of time. Until the DVR con-
flict is resolved, one of the scheduled programs will fail to
record at the scheduled time. As described herein, a user may
specify additional conflict resolution characteristics which
may be used to automatically resolve DVR recording con-
flicts.

FIG. 1 is a diagram that depicts an overview of automatic
DVR scheduling conflict resolution based on multiple con-
flict resolution characteristics specified by a DVR user. As
shown in FIG. 1, a user 100 may interact with a device 105 to
engage in program DVR scheduling 110. Program DVR
scheduling 110 may include the entering of input by user 100
to schedule, via device 105, the recording of content (e.g.,
video content) by a DVR unit at device 105, or at another
device (not shown). Program DVR scheduling 110 may
include, for example, selection of specific programs from an
Electronic Program Guide (EPG) 115 to schedule the record-
ing of the specific programs as a one-time recording, or a part
of'a series. Device 105 may include one or more devices that
may be used for scheduling the recording of programs, such
as, for example, a computer (e.g., desktop, laptop, palmtop or
tablet computer), a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a cel-
Iular telephone (e.g., a smart phone), a set-top box (STB)
(e.g., connected to a television), or a stand-alone DVR device.

In conjunction with program DVR scheduling 110, user
100 may supply a first conflict resolution characteristic 120
and one or more second conflict resolution characteristics 125
to device 105 for use in implementing automatic DVR sched-
uling conflict resolution. The first conflict resolution charac-
teristic may include, for example, a relative priority associ-
ated with the recording of the specific program. User 100 may
specify multiple different priorities (e.g., high, medium, low)
that indicate the priority of a program relative to other pro-
grams that are scheduled for recording during a same time
period. For example, if program A is scheduled for recording
at 8 pm with a priority of high, program B is scheduled for
recording at 8 pm with a priority of low, and program C is
scheduled for recording at 8 pm with a priority of high, then,
assuming a conflict (e.g., only two tuners available at 8 pm),
programs A and C will be recorded instead of program B.
Second conflict resolution characteristic(s) 125 may include
one or more additional characteristics, beyond program
scheduling priorities, that may be associated with each sched-
uled program and which can be used in implementing auto-
matic DVR scheduling conflict resolution. Second conflict
resolution characteristic(s) 125 may include one or more of
the following: 1) an indication 130 whether user 100 wishes
to watch the program soon after the program begins or
whether user 100 wishes to watch the program a period of
time after the program begins, 2) an indication 135 whether,
if the program is to be recorded as part of a series, the series
needs to be recorded sequentially, and/or 3) an indication 140
whether user 100 cares about viewing only the end of the
program or the entire program. Conflict resolution character-
istic(s) 125 may include additional characteristics beyond
those described above.

Device 105, or another device (e.g., a STB), may imple-
ment an automatic DVR scheduling conflict resolution pro-
cess 145 using EPG data 115, the user’s program DVR sched-
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uling 110, confliction resolution characteristic 120, and
conflict resolution characteristic(s) 125 to identify and auto-
matically resolve any conflicts in the recording of programs
set to be recorded by user 100. DVR scheduling conflict
resolution process 145 may result in programs being recorded
150, and user notifications 155 may be sent to user 100
notifying the user of changes in DVR scheduling that may
have occurred based on process 145.

FIG. 2 is a diagram that depicts an exemplary network
environment 200 in which automatic DVR conflict resolution
may be implemented at various different devices that include
DVR functionality. As shown in FI1G. 2, network environment
200 may include a content service provider(s) 205, an Over-
the-Top (OTT) content source(s) 210, an EPG server 215, one
or more devices 105-1 through 105-m (where m is greater
than or equal to one) associated with a first user 100-1, one or
more devices 105-m+1 through 105-¢ (where q is greater
than, or equal to, m+1), and a network 240.

Content service provider(s) 205 may include one or more
devices, or a network of devices, that deliver content to
devices 105-1 through 105-¢. Content service provider(s) 205
may deliver the content to devices 105-1 through 105-¢4 via
one or more channels (e.g., Quadrature Amplitude Module
(QAM) channels) over network(s) 240. The content may
include, for example television video programs.

OTT content source(s) 210 may include one or more net-
work devices that may deliver content to devices 105-1
through 105-¢ via OTT services. EPG server 215 may deliver
EPG data that includes various data related to the display of
an electronic program guide at devices 110-1 through 110-»
via network 240. An “electronic program guide,” as referred
to herein, includes menus of television program scheduling
information that are shown by a content service provider (e.g.,
cable or satellite TV provider) to its viewers and that displays
current and upcoming television programming. An EPG per-
mits viewers to navigate through scheduling information
interactively, selecting and discovering TV programming by
time, station, or title. EPGs enable the viewer to identify
desired programming using interactive menus and, if DVR
functionality is present in the viewer’s system, may permit
the viewer to schedule the recording of desired programming
via the EPG.

Devices 105-1 through 105-g may each include a computer
(e.g., desktop, laptop, palmtop or tablet computer), a PDA, a
cellular telephone (e.g., a smart phone), a STB (e.g., con-
nected to a television), or a stand-alone DVR device. As
shown, one of devices 105-1 through 105-m may include
DVR confliction resolution functionality 145-1 that may
resolve scheduling conflicts for a DVR that records programs
based on scheduling instructions from user 100-1. Also as
shown, one of devices 105-m+1 through 105-4 may include
DVR confliction resolution functionality 145-» that may
resolve scheduling conflicts for a DVR that records programs
based on scheduling instructions from user 100-z.

Network(s) 240 may include one or more networks of
various types including, for example, a cable network (e.g., an
optical cable network), a satellite network, a telecommunica-
tions network (e.g., a Public Switched Telephone Network
(PSTN) or Public Land Mobile Network (PLMN)), an
Advanced Television Systems Committee (ATSC) standards
network, a local area network (LAN), a wide area network
(WAN), a metropolitan area network (MAN), an intranet,
and/or the Internet. Network(s) 240 may, in some implemen-
tations, include one or more QAM channels (or other types of
modulated or broadcast channels) for delivering content and
EPG data to devices 105-1 through 105-¢.
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The configuration of network components of network envi-
ronment 200 illustrated in FIG. 2 is for illustrative purposes
only. Other configurations may be implemented. Network
environment 200 may include additional, fewer and/or difter-
ent components than those depicted in FIG. 2.

FIGS. 3A and 3B depict examples of network environment
200 of FIG. 2 where devices 105-1 through 105-m include
different types of devices. For example, as shown in the
example of FIG. 3A, device 105-1 includes a STB 300-1 and
an associated television (TV) 305-1, and device 105-m
includes a cellular telephone (e.g., a smartphone) or a PDA
having a wireless connection to network 240. In this imple-
mentation, user 100-1 may interact with STB 300-1 and TV
305-1 via a remote control device (not shown) to schedule the
recording of programs. STB 300-1 may include a device that,
among other components, includes a tuner and connects to
TV 305-1. STB 300-1 may receive an external source of
signal (e.g., content from content service provider(s) 205 via
network(s) 240) and may turn the signal into content that is
displayed on TV 305-1, or another type of display device.
User 100-1 may also interact with cellular telephone 105-m to
schedule the recording of programs.

In another example shown in FIG. 3B, device 105-1
includes STB 300-1 and television (TV) 305-1, and device
105-m includes a computer (e.g., desktop, laptop, palmtop or
tablet computer having a wired or wireless connection to
network 240). In this implementation, user 100-1 may inter-
act with STB 300-1 and TV 305-1 via a remote control device
(not shown) to schedule the recording of programs. User
100-1 may also interact with device 105-m to schedule the
recording of programs.

FIG. 4 depicts exemplary components of device 105,
where device 105 is implemented as STB 300. Device 105
may include a tuner 400, a demodulator 410, a demultiplexer
420, a decoder 430, a processing unit 440, a modem 450, and
a DVR unit 460. Tuner 400 may select and tune to specific
broadcast television information by tuning to one of many
different input channels. Each channel may be digitally
modulated using, for example, QAM, though other types of
modulation may be used. Demodulator 410 may demodulate
the information in the channel selected by tuner 400 to pro-
duce a transport stream (e.g., MPEG-2 or MPEG-4 transport
stream) containing the audio, video and/or other information
related to a selected TV program.

Demultiplexer 420 may select and decrypt compressed
audio and video from the transport stream for the particular
TV program that the device user wishes to watch. Decoder
430 may decode and decompress the decrypted audio and
video information for the selected TV program. Processing
unit 440 may include, for example, a microprocessor that
controls the operations performed by tuner 400, demodulator
410, demultiplexer 420, decoder 430, modem 450 and DVR
unit 460 based on user input (e.g., input received from a
device user 100 via a remote control device). Modem 450
may send and receive interactive data (e.g., EPG data) that
may be processed by processing unit 440. DVR unit 460 may
digitally record, and store, audio and video content associated
with the particular TV program decoded by decoder 430.

The configuration of components of device 105 in F1G. 4 is
for illustrative purposes only. Other configurations may be
implemented. Device 105 may include additional, fewer and/
or different components than those depicted in FIG. 4.

FIG. 5 is a diagram of exemplary components of device
105, where device 105 is implemented as a computer (e.g.,
desktop, laptop, palmtop or tablet computer), a PDA, or a
cellular telephone (e.g., a smart phone). Content service pro-
vider(s) 205, OTT content source(s) 210, and EPG server 215
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may be similarly configured. Device 105 may include a bus
510, a processing unit 520, a main memory 530, a read only
memory (ROM) 540, a storage device 550, an input device(s)
560, an output device(s) 570, and a communication interface
580. Bus 510 may include a path that permits communication
among the elements of device 105.

Processing unit 520 may include one or more processors or
microprocessors, or processing logic, which interprets and
executes instructions. Main memory 530 may include a ran-
dom access memory (RAM) or another type of dynamic
storage device that stores information and instructions for
execution by processing unit 520. ROM 540 may include a
ROM device or another type of static storage device that
stores static information and instructions for use by process-
ing unit 520. Storage device 550 may include a magnetic
and/or optical recording medium. Main memory 530, ROM
540, and storage device 550 may each be referred to herein as
a “tangible non-transient computer-readable medium.”

Input device 560 may include one or more mechanisms that
permit user 100 to input information to device 105, such as,
for example, a keypad or a keyboard, a display with a touch
sensitive panel, voice recognition and/or biometric mecha-
nisms, etc. Output device 570 may include one or more
mechanisms that output information to user 100, including a
display, a speaker, etc. Communication interface 580 may
include any type of transceiver that enables device 105 to
communicate with other devices and/or systems. For
example, communication interface 580 may include wired or
wireless transceivers for communicating via network(s) 240.

The configuration of components of device 105 in FIG. 5 is
for illustrative purposes only. Other configurations may be
implemented. Device 105 may include additional, fewer and/
or different components than those depicted in FIG. 5.

FIG. 6 is a diagram of exemplary functional components of
device 105. The functional components shown in FIG. 6 may
be implemented in hardware and/or software within device
105. For example, in one implementation, the functional
components of FIG. 6 may be implemented as instructions
stored in memory 530 that are executed by processing unit
520 (or processing unit 440 and/or DVR unit 460). The func-
tional components of device 105 may include an EPG unit
600, a DVR scheduling unit 610, a DVR scheduling conflict
resolution unit 610, and a recording control unit 615.

EPG unit 600 may receive EPG data 620 (e.g., from EPG
server 215) and may provide television program scheduling
data to DVR scheduling unit 605 and to DVR scheduling
conflict resolution unit 610. DVR scheduling unit 605 may
process the television program scheduling data, in conjunc-
tion with program DVR scheduling input 110 received from
user 100, to schedule the future recording of a program or a
program series. The program DVR scheduling input 110 may
include, among other parameters, an identification of the
program or program series being scheduled. DVR scheduling
unit 605 may supply program scheduling instructions to DVR
scheduling conflict resolution unit 610 which may identity
the occurrence of scheduling conflicts (e.g., more programs
scheduled to record over a given time period that can be
served by the number of tuners in the STB), and may attempt
to resolve the scheduling conflicts based on conflict resolu-
tion characteristics 120 and 125. DVR scheduling conflict
resolution unit 610 may supply instructions to recording con-
trol unit 615 which may, in turn, control the recording of
programs.

FIG. 7 depicts an example of user entry of a first conflict
resolution characteristic that includes setting a priority level
for a program or a program series. As shown in FIG. 7, a
scheduling guide 700 may be used to select a program 710 to
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be recorded in the future. In response to selection of the
program from guide 700, user 100 may choose a number of
different recording options 720 such as, for example, “record
show” or “record series.” Upon selection of a recording
option 720, an optional recording priority 730 for the program
may be selected (e.g., press “A” for selecting a recording
priority or press “B” if no recording priority is to be selected).
A recording priority level 740 may then be specified for the
selected program. For example, a “A” may be selected for a
“high” priority, a “B” may be selected for a “Medium” prior-
ity, or a “C” may be selected for a “low” priority.

FIG. 8 depicts examples of additional conflict resolution
characteristics that may be set by user 100 in accordance with
embodiments described herein. User 100 may, from schedul-
ing guide 700, choose to set additional conflict resolution
characteristics 800 in conjunction with, or instead of, that
shown with respect to FIG. 7. For example, user 100 may
select an “A” if user 100 wishes to set additional conflict
resolution characteristics or “B” if user 100 does not wish to
set additional conflict resolution characteristics. If user 100
chooses to set additional conflict resolution characteristics,
one or more conflict resolution characteristics may be pre-
sented to user 100 as user-selectable choices.

For example, FIG. 8 depicts a conflict resolution charac-
teristic 810 that may be presented to user 100 that permits user
100 to provide an indication whether user 100 wishes to
watch the program soon after the program begins or whether
user 100 wishes to watch the program a period of time after
the program begins. If user 100 wishes to watch the program
soon after the program begins, then user 100 may select “I
want to watch soon after start.”” If user 100 wishes to watch the
program at some later period of time after the program begins,
then user 100 may select “I will watch later.”

As another example, FIG. 8 depicts a further conflict reso-
Iution characteristic 820 that may be presented to user 100 to
permit user 100 to provide an indication whether, if the pro-
gram is to be recorded as part of a series, the series needs to be
recorded sequentially. If user 100 wishes the programs in the
series to be recorded in sequence (e.g., in the order in which
they were originally aired), then user 100 may select “needs to
be sequential” If user 100 does not care if the programs in the
series are recorded in sequence, then user 100 may select
“does not need to be sequential.”

In an additional example, FIG. 8 depicts yet another con-
flict resolution characteristic 830 that may be presented to
user 100 to permit user 100 to provide an indication whether
user 100 cares about viewing only the end of the program or
the entire program. If user 100 wishes to view the entirety of
the program, then user 100 may select “needs to be entire
show.” If user 100 only cares about viewing the end of the
program, then user 100 may select “I only care about the end
of the show.”

FIGS. 9 and 10 depict non-conflict resolution characteris-
tics that may be selected by user 100 for recording a program.
In the example of FIG. 9, if user 100 selects a program from
program guide 700 that has already started airing (or, alter-
natively, just enters the number for the channel the program is
airing on), then user 100 may be prompted with an option 900
to record the program at a later time/date. In this case, user
100 may not care whether he/she can watch the program right
now, but would like to see the program at some point in time.
As shown inthe example of FIG. 9, user 100 may be presented
with the message “Since program has already started, record
in the future?” and may select either a “yes” or a “no.”

In the example of FIG. 10, if user 100 attempts to record a
program that is not listed in program guide 700, then user 100
may be presented with an option 1010 to record the series
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when and if it becomes available in the future. As shown in the
example of FIG. 10, user 100 may be presented with the
message “This program is not listed in the program guide.
Record series when available?” If user 100 selects “yes,” then
user 100 may be prompted with options to record a specific
episode 1025 of a program, to record all of a specified season
1030 of a program, to record a specified range of episodes
1035 ofa specified season of a program, or to record a specific
episode from a specific season 1040 of a program. Based on
the option selected by user 100, one or more programs may be
set for recording in the future when they become available on
the program guide. User 100 may, optionally, specify that
user 100 is to be notified based on the occurrence of one or
more events, such as, for example, when one or more pro-
grams become available on the EPG. For example, user 100
may specify that user 100 is to be notified when a given
program has new episodes again, or when a certain season and
episode of a given program is showing again.

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram that illustrates an exemplary
process for associating a unique identifier and other metadata
with an item of content contained with an EPG. The exem-
plary process of FIG. 11 may be implemented by EPG server
215 and/or content service provider(s) 205.

The exemplary process may include receiving content
information that details content within the program guide
listing (block 1100). EPG server 215 may receive, either via
manual entry or via electronic delivery, content information
for each program contained within the program guide listing
maintained by EPG server 215. EPG server 215 may obtain a
unique 1D for each item of content (block 1100). For each
program contained within the program guide listing, EPG
server 215 may retrieve, or assign, a unique identifier for the
program to serve as an identifier that uniquely identifies each
program relative to every other program. EPG server 215
may, for each item of content, obtain the content’s title, epi-
sode title, original air date, and/or year (block 1120). EPG
server 215 may, for example, retrieve the content’s title, epi-
sode title, original air date and/or year from the content infor-
mation received in block 1100. EPG server 215 may, for each
item of content, associate the content’s title, episode title,
original air date and/or year with the unique ID as metadata
(block 1130). EPG server 215 may store the content’s title,
episode title, original air date and/or year, obtained in block
1120 as metadata in association with each program’s unique
D.

FIG. 12 is a flow diagram that illustrates an exemplary
process for user selection of a program to record with a DVR.
The exemplary process of FIG. 12 may be implemented by
device 105. The description of the exemplary process of FIG.
12 refers to the previously described examples of FIGS. 7 and
8.

The exemplary process may include device 105 receiving a
selection of a program to record (block 1205). Referring back
to FIG. 7, user 100 may select a program 710 from scheduling
guide 700 (e.g., using a remote control via STB 300). Device
105 may receive a recording priority for the program selected
in block 1205 (block 1210). Referring again to FIG. 7, user
100 may choose “yes” to select an optional recording priority
730, and may further specify either a high, medium or low
recording priority to associate with the program selected in
block 1205. For example, as shown in FIG. 7, user 100 may
choose an “A” to associate a high recording priority with the
selected program, a “B” to associate a medium recording
priority with the selected program, or a “C” to associate a low
recording priority with the selected program. Device 105 may
receive and store additional conflict resolution characteristics
for the program selected in block 1205 (block 1215). The
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additional conflict resolution characteristics may, as
described above with respect to FIG. 8 include: 1) an indica-
tion whether user 100 wishes to watch the program soon after
the program begins or whether user 100 wishes to watch the
program a period of time after the program begins, 2) an
indication whether, if the program is to be recorded as part of
a series, the series needs to be recorded sequentially, and/or 3)
an indication whether user 100 cares about viewing only the
end of the program or the entire program.

FIG. 13 is a flow diagram that illustrates an exemplary
process for resolving DVR conflicts during certain time peri-
ods based on conflict resolution characteristics associated
with the conflicted programs. The exemplary process of F1G.
13 may be implemented by device 105.

The exemplary process may include device 105 identifying
a DVR conflict during a certain time period (block 1305).
Device 105 may analyze programs scheduled during various
different time periods to, for example, identity whether the
number of programs set to record during a certain time period
exceeds a maximum number of programs that device 105 may
tune to and record at the same time. For example, if device
105 includes a STB, then device 105 may identify whether the
number of programs set to record during the certain time
period exceeds a maximum number of tuners that device 105
may use at once.

Device 105 may identify all programs set to record during
the conflicted time period (block 1310). Device 105 may
determine a complete list of programs, including their unique
IDs, which are set to record during the conflicted time period.
For example, at 11:00 am on January 1%, programs A, B, C
and D may be set to record, when the STB performing the
recording only has three tuners available. In this case, a DVR
conflict exists because the number of programs set to record
exceeds the number of maximum tuners by one.

Device 105 may attempt to resolve DVR conflict(s) during
the certain time period based on a priority of the program(s)
and/or based on additional conflict resolution characteristics
associated with the program(s) (block 1315). Any number of
different algorithms may be used to resolve the DVR conflict
during the certain time period which take into account the
priority of at least one of the conflicted programs and/or based
on additional conflict resolution characteristics, such as those
described above with respect to FIG. 8. For example, if the
number of high priority programs exceeds the maximum
number of tuners, then the conflict resolution characteristics
described with respect to FIG. 8 above may be used to resolve
the DVR conflict between the high priority programs that
exceed the maximum number of tuners. One exemplary
implementation of DVR conflict resolution is described
below withrespectto FIGS. 14A-14C. Programs not recorded
at the originally scheduled time, or schedule changes that
result from the DVR conflict resolution of block 1315, may be
made available to user 100 and explicitly noted such that user
100 can know what programs user 100 missed and also keep
track of what programs have been re-scheduled to record
again at a future time. User 100 may, at any time, cancel a
future recording that has been queued in the event that user
100 decides that user 100 no longer cares about that particular
program.

Device 105 may notify user 100 of recording changes due
to the conflict resolution of block 1315 and/or may notify user
100 of conflict resolution failure(s) (block 1320). For
example, if one or more programs have their recording
rescheduled to a different time than originally scheduled, then
anotification may be sent to user 100 notifying user 100 of the
change. Ifthe conflict resolution of block 1315 fails to resolve
the DVR contflict, then a notification may be sent to user 100
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notifying user 100 of the details of the failure (e.g., the day/
time and programs that currently conflict in the schedule).
The notification may include a text message, an email, a DVR
pop-up notification, a notification via a mobile application
(app), etc.

FIGS. 14A-14C is a flow diagram that illustrates an exem-
plary process for attempting to resolve DVR conflicts during
certain time periods. The exemplary process of FIGS. 14A-
14C provides further details of an exemplary implementation
that corresponds to block 1315 of FIG. 13. The exemplary
process of FIGS. 14A-14C may be implemented by device
105. In the exemplary process of FIGS. 14A-14C, a set of
programs set to record during a certain time period may have
already been identified as causing a DVR conflict in block
1305 of FIG. 13.

The exemplary process may include device 105 determin-
ing if user 100 has indicated that user 100 will watch any of
the conflicted programs at a later time period (block 1400).
Referring to the example of FIG. 8, user 100 may have
selected “I want to watch soon after start” or “I will watch
later” from program guide 700. If user 100 has not indicated
that user 100 will watch any of the conflicted programs at a
later time period, then the exemplary process may continue at
block 1420. For example, if user 100 has selected “I want to
watch soon after start” from program guide 700, then the
exemplary process may continue at block 1420.

Ifuser 100 has indicated that user 100 will watch any of the
conflicted programs at a later time (YES—block 1400), then
device 105 may find a subsequent showing of the program(s)
that user 100 will watch at a later period of time (block 1405).
For example, ifuser 100 has selected “I will watch later” from
program guide 700, then device 105 may search through the
EPG to identify a subsequent showing of one or more of the
conflicted programs. If, for example, programs A, B and C
conflict during a certain time period, then device 105 may
search through the EPG to identify a subsequent showing of
program A, B and/or C.

Device 105 may set the subsequent showing of the program
to record at the later period of time (block 1410). If device 105
finds a subsequent showing of one or more of the conflicted
programs, then device 105 may set the subsequent showing of
the program(s) to record at the later time, thereby possible
alleviating the DVR conflict during the certain time period.
Device 105 may determine if all conflicts have been resolved
during the certain time period (block 1415). If not (NO—
block 1415), then the exemplary process may continue at
block 1420. If all conflicts have been resolved during the
certain time period (YES—block 1415), then the exemplary
process may continue at block 1320, described above with
respect to FIG. 13.

At block 1420, device 105 may determine whether user
100 has indicated that any of the conflicted programs do not
need to be recorded sequentially (block 1420). If all of the
programs need to be recorded sequentially (NO—block
1420), then the exemplary process may continue at block
1440. If at least one of the conflicted programs does need to be
recorded sequentially, then device 105 may find a subsequent
showing of the program(s) that does not need to recorded
sequentially (block 1425). For example, user 100 may have
selected “does not need to be sequential” from program guide
700 of FIG. 8 for a specific program and device 105 may
search the EPG for a subsequent showing of the specific
program.

Device 105 may set the subsequent showing of the program
(s) to record (block 1430). If device 105 finds a subsequent
showing of one or more of the conflicted programs, then
device 105 may set the subsequent showing of the program(s)
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to record at the later time, thereby possible alleviating the
DVR contflict during the certain time period. Device 105 may
determine whether all conflicts have been resolved during the
certain time period (block 1435). If not (NO—block 1435),
then the exemplary process may continue at block 1440. If all
conflicts have been resolved during the certain time period
(YES—block 1435), then the exemplary process may con-
tinue at block 1320, as described above with respect to FIG.
13.

Device 105 may determine whether recording only the end
of'one or more of the conflicted programs resolve the conflict
(block 1440). For example, programs A, B and C may con-
flict, but recording only the end of program C (e.g., the last
half hour) may resolve the conflict between programs A and
C, thus, alleviating the DVR contflict between programs A, B
and C. If recording only the end of the one or more of the
conflicted programs does not resolve the DVR conflict (NO—
block 1440), then the exemplary process may continue at
block 1320 in FIG. 13. If recording only the end of one or
more of the conflicted programs resolves the conflict (YES—
block 1440), then device 105 may determine if user 100 has
indicated that the user cares only about viewing the end of the
one or more of the conflicted programs (block 1445). For
example, if programs A, B and C conflict during a certain time
period, than device 105 may determine whether “I only care
about the end of the show” has been selected with respect to
programs A, B and/or C.

Ifuser 100 has not indicated that user 100 cares only about
viewing the end of the one or more of the conflicted programs
(NO—block 1440), then the exemplary process may continue
atblock 1320 in FIG. 13. Ifuser 100 has indicated that the user
cares only about viewing the end of at least one of the one or
more of the conflicted programs (YES—block 1445), then
device 105 may set the one or more of the program(s) to
record only the end of the program(s) (block 1450). For
example, if user 100 has selected “I only care about the end of
the show” for program A, then device 105 may set the DVR to
only record a last portion of program A, such as, for example,
the last half hour or the last x number of minutes of program
A.

As described herein, user-specific conflict resolution char-
acteristics may be used to automatically resolve DVR record-
ing conflicts without further user intervention. When a DVR
is scheduled to record too many programs during a given
period of time, automatic DVR conflict resolution, as
described herein, may be used to resolve the recording con-
flicts such that all scheduled programs will be recorded either
at the originally scheduled time, or at a later time.

The foregoing description of implementations provides
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or to limit the invention to the precise form disclosed.
Modifications and variations are possible in light of the above
teachings or may be acquired from practice of the invention.
For example, while a series of blocks have been described
with regard to FIGS. 11-13 and 14A-14C, the order of the
blocks may be modified in other embodiments. Further, non-
dependent blocks may be performed in parallel.

Certain features described above may be implemented as
“logic” or a “unit” that performs one or more functions. This
logic or unit may include hardware, such as one or more
processors, microprocessors, application specific integrated
circuits, or field programmable gate arrays, software, or a
combination of hardware and software.

No element, act, or instruction used in the description of the
present application should be construed as critical or essential
to the invention unless explicitly described as such. Also, as
used herein, the article “a” is intended to include one or more
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items. Further, the phrase “based on” is intended to mean
“based, at least in part, on” unless explicitly stated otherwise.

In the preceding specification, various preferred embodi-
ments have been described with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings. It will, however, be evident that various modi-
fications and changes may be made thereto, and additional
embodiments may be implemented, without departing from
the broader scope of the invention as set forth in the claims
that follow. The specification and drawings are accordingly to
be regarded in an illustrative rather than restrictive sense.

What is claimed is:

1. A device, comprising:

a memory configured to store recorded video programs;

and

a processing unit configured to:

receive, via a user interface associated with the device,
input of a user to schedule a program to record at a
certain time,

present, via the user interface responsive to receiving the
user input to schedule the program to record, user-
selectable options for assisting in resolving recording
conflicts, wherein the user-selectable options com-
prise a first user-selectable option that specifies that
an entirety of the program needs to be recorded, and a
second user-selectable option that specifies that only
an end of the program needs to be recorded,

receive, via the user interface, a user selection of either
the first user-selectable option or the second user-
selectable option,

identify a conflict in the scheduling of the recording of
the program with one or more other programs at the
certain time,

resolve the identified conflict based on the user selected
first option that specifies that an entirety of the pro-
gram needs to be recorded, or the user selected second
option that specifies that only an end of the program
needs to be recorded, and

cause at least one of the program or the one or more other
programs to be recorded and stored in the memory
based on the resolution of the identified conflict.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the device comprises at
least one of a digital video recorder (DVR), a set-top box
(STB); a desktop, laptop, palmtop or tablet computer; a cel-
Iular telephone; or a personal digital assistant (PDA).

3. The device of claim 1, wherein the processing unit is
further configured to:

notify the user of the identified conflict in the scheduling of

the recording of the program and the one or more other
programs.

4. The device of claim 1, wherein the processing unit is
further configured to:

notify the user of the resolution of the identified conflict.

5. The device of claim 1, wherein, when resolving the
identified conflict, the processing unit is further configured to:

cause, if the user selection comprises the second option that

specifies that only the end of the program needs to be
recorded, the end of the program to be recorded in prox-
imity to the certain time if recording only the end of the
program resolves the identified conflict with the record-
ing of the program and the one or more other programs
at the certain time; or

search, if the user selection comprises the first option that

specifies that an entirety of the program needs to be
recorded, an electronic program guide to determine a
different time than the certain time at which the program
is airing and cause the one or more other programs to be
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recorded at the certain time, and the entirety of the

program to be recorded at the different time.

6. A method, comprising:

receiving, at a device, input of a user to schedule a program

5 of a program series to record at a certain time;
presenting to the user, via a user interface associated with
the device responsive to receiving the user input to
schedule the program series to record, multiple user-
selectable options for assisting in resolving recording

10 conflicts, wherein the multiple user-selectable options
comprise:

a first user-selectable option that specifies that the pro-
gram needs to be recorded sequentially, in an order in
which programs of the program series were originally

15 aired, with respect to other programs of the program

series, and a second user-selectable option that speci-
fies that the program does not need to be recorded
sequentially, in the order in which programs of the
program series were originally aired, with respect to

20 the other programs of the program series, and/or
a third user-selectable option that specifies that an

entirety of the program needs to be recorded, and a
fourth user-selectable option that specifies that only
an end of the program needs to be recorded;

25 receiving, by the device when receiving the user input to
schedule the program to record, a user selection of either
the first user-selectable option or the second user-select-
able option, and/or either the third user-selectable option
or the fourth user-selectable option;

30 identifying, by the device, a conflict in scheduling of the
recording of the program of the program series with a
recording of one or more other programs at the certain
time;

resolving, by the device, the identified conflict based on the

35 user selected first or second options, and/or based on the
user selected third or fourth options; and

causing, by the device, the program of the program series

or the one or more other programs to be recorded at the

certain time based on the resolution of the identified

40 conflict,

wherein resolving the identified conflict further comprises:

causing, if the user selection comprises the fourth option
that specifies that only the end of the program needs to
be recorded, the end of the program to be recorded in

45 proximity to the certain time if recording only the end

of'the program resolves the identified conflict with the
recording of the program and the one or more other
programs at the certain time, or

searching, if the user selection comprises the third

50 option that specifies that an entirety of the program

needs to be recorded, an electronic program guide to
determine a different time than the certain time at
which the program is airing and cause the one or more
other programs to be recorded at the certain time, and

55 the entirety of the program to be recorded at the dif-

ferent time.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the device comprises at
least one of a digital video recorder (DVR), a set-top box
(STB); a desktop, laptop, palmtop or tablet computer; a cel-

60 lular telephone; or a personal digital assistant (PDA).

8. The method of claim 6, further comprising:

receiving, when receiving the user input to schedule the

program to record, a priority parameter that indicates a

priority that the program of the program series has rela-

65 tive to other programs;

wherein resolving the identified conflict is further based on

the priority parameter.
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9. The method of claim 6, wherein resolving the identified
conflict comprises:

recording, if the user selection comprises the first option

that specifies that the program needs to be recorded
sequentially, in the order in which programs of the pro-
gram series were originally aired, with respect to the
other programs of the program series, the program at the
certain time; or

searching, ifthe user selection comprises the second option

that specifies that the program does not need to be
recorded sequentially, in the order in which programs of
the program series were originally aired, with respect to
the other programs of the program series, an electronic
program guide to determine a different time than the
certain time at which the program is airing and cause the
one or more other programs to be recorded at the certain
time.

10. The method of claim 6, further comprising:

notifying the user of the identified conflict in the schedul-

ing of the recording of the program and the one or more
other programs.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the notifying the user
occurs via a text message, an email, a pop-up notification on
a digital video recorder (DVR), or an application on a mobile
phone.

12. The method of claim 6, further comprising:

notifying the user of the resolution of the identified con-

flict.
13. A method, comprising:
presenting, by a device, a user interface to a user;
receiving, via the user interface, input of a user to schedule
a program to record at a certain time;

presenting, via the user interface responsive to receiving
the user input to schedule the program to record, user-
selectable options for assisting in resolving recording
conflicts, wherein the user-selectable options comprise a
first user-selectable option that specifies that an entirety
of'the program needs to be recorded, and a second user-
selectable option that specifies that only an end of the
program needs to be recorded;

receiving, via the user interface, a user selection of either

the first user-selectable option or the second user-select-
able option;

identifying a conflict in the scheduling of the recording of

the program with one or more other programs at the
certain time;

resolving the identified conflict based on the user selected

first option that specifies that an entirety of the program
needs to be recorded, or the user selected second option
that specifies that only an end of the program needs to be
recorded, and

causing at least one of the program or the one or more other

programs to be recorded and stored in a memory based
on the resolution of the identified conflict.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising at least one
of:

notifying the user of the identified conflict in the schedul-

ing of the recording of the program and the one or more
other programs, or

notifying the user of the resolution of the identified con-

flict.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein resolving the identi-
fied conflict comprises:

causing, if the user selection comprises the second option

that specifies that only the end of the program needs to be
recorded, the end of the program to be recorded in prox-
imity to the certain time if recording only the end of the
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program resolves the identified conflict with the record-
ing of the program and the one or more other programs
at the certain time; or

searching, if the user selection comprises the first option
that specifies that an entirety of the program needs to be
recorded, an electronic program guide to determine a
different time than the certain time at which the program
is airing and cause the one or more other programs to be
recorded at the certain time, and the entirety of the
program to be recorded at the different time.

16. A device, comprising:

a memory configured to store recorded programs;

a processing unit configured to:
receive, via a user interface of the device, input of a user

to schedule a program of a program series to record at

a certain time,

present to the user, via the user interface responsive to
receiving the user input to schedule the program series
to record, multiple user-selectable options for assist-
ing in resolving recording conflicts, wherein the mul-
tiple user-selectable options comprise:

a first user-selectable option that specifies that the
program needs to be recorded sequentially, in an
order in which programs of the program series were
originally aired, with respect to other programs of
the program series, and a second user-selectable
option that specifies that the program does notneed
to be recorded sequentially, in the order in which
programs of the program series were originally
aired, with respect to the other programs of the
program series; and/or

a third user-selectable option that specifies that an
entirety of the program needs to be recorded, and a
fourth user-selectable option that specifies that
only an end of the program needs to be recorded,

receive, when receiving the user input to schedule the
program to record, a user selection of either the first
user-selectable option or the second user-selectable
option, and/or either the third user-selectable option
or the fourth user-selectable option,

identify a conflict in scheduling of the recording of the
program of the program series with a recording of one
or more other programs at the certain time,

resolve the identified conflict based on the user selected
first or second options, and/or based on the user
selected third or fourth options, and

cause the program of the program series or the one or
more other programs to be recorded at the certain time
based on the resolution of the identified conflict,

wherein, when resolving the identified conflict, the pro-
cessing unit is further configured to:

cause, ifthe user selection comprises the fourth option
that specifies that only the end of the program needs
to be recorded, the end of the program to be
recorded in proximity to the certain time if record-
ing only the end of the program resolves the iden-
tified conflict with the recording of the program and
the one or more other programs at the certain time,
or

search, if the user selection comprises the third option
that specifies that an entirety of the program needs
to be recorded, an electronic program guide to
determine a different time than the certain time at
which the program is airing and cause the one or
more other programs to be recorded at the certain
time, and the entirety of the program to be recorded
at the different time.
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17. The device of claim 16, wherein the device comprises
at least one of a digital video recorder (DVR), a set-top box
(STB); a desktop, laptop, palmtop or tablet computer; a cel-
Iular telephone; or a personal digital assistant (PDA).

18. The device of claim 16, wherein the processing unit is
further configured to:

receive, via the user interface when receiving the user input

to schedule the program to record, a priority parameter
that indicates a priority that the program of the program
series has relative to other programs,

wherein resolving the identified conflict is further based on

the priority parameter.

19. The device of claim 16, wherein, when resolving the
identified conflict, the processing unit is further configured to:

record, if the user selection comprises the first option that

specifies that the program needs to be recorded sequen-
tially, in the order in which programs of the program
series were originally aired, with respect to the other
programs of the program series, the program at the cer-
tain time, or

search, if the user selection comprises the second option

that specifies that the program does not need to be
recorded sequentially, in the order in which programs of
the program series were originally aired, with respect to
the other programs of the program series, an electronic
program guide to determine a different time than the
certain time at which the program is airing and cause the
one or more other programs to be recorded at the certain
time.
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